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HOW TO BE A WSS STAFFER
Journalism can be a tricky balancing act between publishing newsworthy, boundary-pushing stories and appealing to a diverse 
group of readers. It’s not a surprise, then,  that West Side Story isn’t without its complaints. Here’s a short satire on how to be 
the perfect WSS staffer, filled with the most common complaints about the WSS.
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1. Write about things that are most 
comfortable to you.

2. You need some story ideas, so pick your 
friends to interview for the next issue. 

3. Make sure to add jokes, references and 
even full pages that only your friends will 
appreciate.

4. Denounce all right-wing urges. 5. Or at least minimize the amount of right-wing content. 6. Publish your very first writing, design, 
photo, etc.

7. Expect only positive comments. 8. When the negative comments start rolling 
in, just remind yourself that you are perfect 
and you have nothing to change. 

9. Realize that journalism is about 
education and make some changes.
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