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What’s it like to have a lot of 
family members who have 
attended West? 
It’s not hard to find your own 
personality or be yourself, but you 
definitely have people that say, 
“Oh, you’re Noah’s brother” or 
“You’re Christian’s son.” [Science 
teacher Maureen] Head went to 
high school with my uncle and 
knows the rest of my family. It’s a lot 
easier to talk to her, and I know if I 
have a question I can ask her.

What are some of your 
hobbies? 
I play a lot of sports, like baseball 
and football, and I like to do 
photography. I grew up watching 
a lot of baseball. I would go to my 
brother’s games, and my grandpa 
played a lot as a kid, so I kind of 
grew up around it. I would like to 
play on varsity teams. 

How did you get into 
photography? 
When I would go to all of Noah’s 
baseball games, I would be bored. 
So, I started taking pictures and 
really liked it. [The camera] was 
always on automatic, so I pretty 
much used it as a point-and-shoot. 
My dad had to start teaching 
photography, so I learned from 
him. 

How do you get pictures of the 
baseball players? 
I sit right behind home plate on 
the other side of the fence. I didn’t 
know much about how to do it, but 
I’ve gotten better shooting through 
the fence. A year or two into it, I 
started to send out pictures to the 
parents and asked for donations. 
I got a lot of money from that and 
got a new camera and lens.

What do you like to do in your 
free time? 
My family has a piece of land in 
Keosauqua, Iowa. We go hang 
out, fish, and hunt for deer, goose, 
duck, pheasant and turkey. We 
also have a golf cart we painted 
all black that we always take out 
and drive around. The property 
came with an old tractor that my 
dad fixed up this summer. We use 
that to mow giant golf-cart trails 
that we ride around on.

MEET owen aanestad
—Interviewed by Jack Dickens

“I would like to be an 
architect. i’ve always had 
an interest in that.” 

Owen Aanestad
Antoun Abdel-Malek
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Mazin Ali
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Bailey Anderson
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Emerson Bennett
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Piper Brady
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Clifton Brennan-Newman
Gavin Brown
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Jack Clark
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Barrett Coffey
Miguel Cohen Suarez

GENERATION 2022

NOT PICTURED: Mohammed Ahmed, Maria Alvarado, Mason Applegate, Babu Aryal, Razan Babikir, 
Jasmine Brand, Lataeja Brown, Jacauri Carter, Tremeice Carter, David Chigorogo.  

LCID: CL Cantaloupe, RCID: , CL Cantaloupe

PFPF P-23315-BT9-D7P-23315-BT9-D7


