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The 2019 Trojan Epic marks the 19th and final 
yearbook I’ve advised at West. It has been a delightful 
journey, filled with fun and hard work. Try mixing 
the energy of high school students with the stress 
of deadlines, the pull of photography, the energy of 
color, the tug of design. Who wouldn’t love this job? 
A generation has passed before my eyes. Back in 
2000, Walter Van Heel was a student in my first Intro 
to Yearbook class. Today, he is the father of twins 
and works as a member of our custodial staff. The 
“back room” where we produce our book started 
out with three computers and film. (See Wikipedia if 
you don’t know what film is.) Today, that room holds 
16 Macs, and its walls have been painted three or 
four times, whenever the mood struck. The editors 
call it their second home. Some weeks, it’s my first 
home–especially deadline weeks. The students who 
found their passion in yearbook are what made 
the publication strong and the production process 
gratifying. This year’s group – Sidney, Peyton, Jack, 
Krisha, Ellie, Abdul, Nicole – brought the same 
commitment and energy that past staffs did. Although 
the 40th anniversary (Maggie & Caitlyn) and the 50th 
anniversary (Julia & Allie) were special years, so was 
2012 (Tessa), when we were reaching out to one 
another after Caroline Found’s death. My daughters, 
Nina and Ali, were part of the 2002 and 2007 staffs, 
so those books were special. But I probably had the 
most fun with the 2003 group. Laughter was their 
middle name. So many students have collaborated 
and connected with each other. And with me. From 
Phases to Random By Design. From C’est La Vie to 
Hoopla. From Bring the Noise to Go Bold. From All 
in One Place to Generation West. These students 
created a theme and captured each year with 
originality and style. I can’t think of a better use for a 
journalism degree than to guide high school students 
in the production of a book that many students will 
cherish forever. I know I will.
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