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1. Collin Swantz pitches against
Columbus June 17. 2. Brady Ketchum
attempts to tag a Waterloo opponent out
at third base.

VARSITY BASEBALL. Front Row: Leo Appleton, Elijah Exley Schuman, Brady
Ketchum, Connor Klinkhammer, Collin Swantz. Row 2: Varsity Coach Jeremy Elliott,
Kayden Pendergrass, Caleb Keen, Luke Wade, Josh Haugse, Clark Younggreen,
Dawson Fluharty, Coach Matt Haddy. Back Row: Jayden Meeker, Trevor Weber,
Logan Griebel, Garrett Hormann, Jack Kragenbrink, Kolby Volesky, Trevor Ellison,
Aidan Nosek.
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Story by Paige Beck

The coronavirus has canceled a lot of events

this spring, but the baseball team has found a way
to still have a season and practice social
distancing. Not only has the season been shorter
than the past, but it has been different in many
other ways as well. Junior Kayden Pendergrass
plays in the outfield, and he explains the
differences the team has had. “We have to take
two buses for away games, and everyone has to
sit at least one seat apart from each other,” said
Pendergrass.

Senior Garrett Hormann plays left field, and he
said that having only 10 people on each bus has
really helped keep everyone at a safe distance
away from each other. Not only do the boys have
to stay a safe distance away, but they also have to
wear neck gaiters in the dugout and check
temperatures frequently. “Sitting in the dugout
has been different because all of us wear face
masks,” said Hormann. The boys are also required
to be spaced out during practices to ensure that no
one is spreading germs.

Another way the boys don’t spread germs is by
not having sunflower seeds. “We are not allowed
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1. Head Coach Jeremy Elliott fist
bumps Josh Haugse for his DP catch
against Columbus ending the inning.
2. Trevor Weber celebrates the
double play at second base following
a catch by Josh Haugse against
Waterloo Columbus. 3. Collin
Swantz and Kaden Pendergrass lead
off of bases. 4. Collin Swantz steals
home as Jack Kragenbrink is up to
bat and Clark Younggreen is on
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Luke Wade
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Playing During a Pandemic

to spit or have seeds,” said freshman Clark
Younggreen. He is not worried about spreading
the virus because he knows that his team has been
smart about the rules of social distancing. Even
though the season hasn’t been the same as the past,
Younggreen is very thankful to be able to play this
season.

Pendergrass was also excited to be able to play
this summer. “The best part about the season is
being able to play and be around my friends again.
It brings back normalcy that we haven’t had in
over three months,” said Pendergrass.

SeniorJackKragenbrinkalsofeelsthenormalcy
that Pendergrass talks about. “I don’t really think
about the virus during the games. Once the game
starts, I forget about the virus and just focus on
baseball,” said Kragenbrink.

All of the boys on the team are very thankful
that they get to spend the summer together doing
what they love. “The best part of this season has
been being able to play with my friends,” said
Hormann. He also said that the hardest part of this
season has been finding a groove with the team
and sticking with it, but the team's wins have not
shown this struggle.

Score Card

Team Us-Them
Beckman Catholic 13-9, 2-7
Columbus Catholic 9-8
Clear Creek Amana 7-5,1-2
Independence 4-7
Benton 5-6,11-6
Magquoketa 3-4,5-6
Vinton-Shellsburg 7-0, 15-5
Williamsburg 0-1, 11-10
Lisbon 8-3
West Delaware 5-10, 8-6
(As of presstime
July 7.)
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