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n a Sunday evening, a Johnston

graduate decided to go to a bar

with some friends to get drinks.

Being under 21, the graduate turned off his
location so his parents would be unable to see
where he went. Soon after, the graduate got a
call from his mother, annoyed and suspicious
as she had been alerted that she could no
longer see where he was. This process was
not unfamiliar to the graduate, as he had
been dealing with it for the past four years.
As technology is developing, parents have
gained the ability to track their children
using a variety of apps downloaded on a
smartphone. Some just allow them to see
the location of the phone, while others can
tell the speed at which they are driving,
how many times they pick up their phone,
or even if they make abrupt stops or rapid
accelerations. This concept of parents being
able to see their child’s every move has caused
controversy regarding the privacy of teens.
For some parents, monitoring their child’s
location is simply a way to gain peace of mind.
English teacher and parent of three Jeremy
Fitzpatrick utilizes the Find My Friends app

to occasionally check in on where his kids

“You guys talk about how
free you are now. You're less
free than we were. We had
the ability to leave the house
and our parents wouldn’t
know where we were.”

-Michelle Appplegate




