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The Resilient 
Women of Xavier
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“My mom first had breast cancer when I was three, but she was able to beat it 
and it went away. Her cancer came back the summer before my junior year. She 
was going in for her yearly checkup when the doctors found something and had 
to do more tests. For me, this time is different because I was too young to really 
remember when she had it the first time. It is really hard on my entire family, 
but my dad especially. We’ve all come together to be there for her and support 
her. She’s doing really well right now and it is the best it could possibly be. My 
mom is my biggest inspiration, she always has been. ”
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“My sister was diagnosed with breast cancer, so i had gone down to help her get 
through that. When I was gone, I missed my annual exam, and my sister told me 
when I go back, I have to reschedule because I was just planning on going next 
year. I went in for my mammogram the following week since they had a 
cancellation and they found the cancer. Two weeks later, I had surgery. Family 
gets you through it. Everything happens for a reason and  I feel like this is 
my ministry that God has placed on my shoulders. I have helped so many other 
women through their experiences. God has given me this ministry to help others.”

‘‘My mom was diagnosed with stage two breast cancer in July of 2018. She gets 
a mammogram every year and this is how the tumor was found. My mom went 
through chemotherapy, surgery and radiation. As of today, she is cancer-free. The 
disease affected my family because even though cancer is physically with that 
one person, the emotional aspects of it can be felt by the larger support group. 
2018 and 2019 were the roughest years of my life due to watching a person I love 
go through treatment with horrific side effects. If a family member or friend is 
diagnosed with any type of cancer, the emotional stress of it is overwhelming.”
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in the U.S.

1 in 8 women are 
diagnosed with 

breast cancer in 
their lifetime.

Approximately 
275,000 women are 
diagnosed with Breast 

Cancer every year.

There are over 3.5 
million breast 

cancer survivors. 

“Let your  faith  be bigger 
than your  fear.”

Thank you for your strength. We 
stand with you always.

“My mom had breast cancer for the second time when I was 11 years old. At that 
age, I didn’t quite understand what was happening, unlike my sisters who had 
experienced this with my mom 17 years earlier. It affected me everyday because 
I didn’t understand it and it made me scared and nervous because I didn’t know 
what the answers to my questions would be. Through faith and prayers, my mom 
is now seven years free from breast cancer. We walk in the especially for you 
race every year as a family. This helps bring awareness and helps provide people 
with breast care gynecological cancer services in our community.”

Blake Kellison ‘21

Deb Kellison

Mrs. Shari O'Rourke, Xavier Foundation Office Database Manager

Gracie Hines ‘24

“i was talking to my mom when she got a call from my grandma and immediately 
started crying. Right after she got off the call with her, I asked her what 
happened and why she was crying. That’s when she told me that my grandma 
had breast cancer. My grandma is doing much better now and has been cancer 
free for about two years. Finding out that she had breast cancer was one of 
the biggest moments in my life. I realized that life is short and something like 
that could happen at any time in anyone’s life. Some advice is to never take your    
family or friends for granted because you never know how long you have them.”
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