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Black History Month: an annual celebration of all the achievements and contributions that African American people have brought and are con-
tinually bringing to American society. Black History Month is not only an opportunity to learn beyond the racism, discrimination, and stereotypes
that white America has brought upon the Black community. A chance to learn how African American people are fighting through all the negativity
and embracing their roots. Black History Month not only offers the opportunity to learn about the hardships that the Black Community has faced,
but also the accomplishments that are continuing to be made by the Black community. In this article I highlight a handful of prominent Black wom-
en who have shaped not only the Black community but the society as a whole.
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Florynce Rae Kennedy (Flo Kennedy); American lawyer, feminist, civil rights advocate,
lecturer, and activist. In her cowboy hat and pink sunglasses, Kennedy gained the reputation
as a flamboyant activist who stood up to authority and could care less about what people
said about her. The second Black women to graduate from/Columbia Law School, after being
rejected not due to her race, but because of being a woman and filling a lawsuit against the
school. In 1954, Kennedy opened her own law office in Manhattan, one of the 19 Black female
lawyers in the state. Throughout Kennedy’s career she represented high profile legal clients
such as H. Rap Brown, several Black Panther members of the eastern branch, Charlie Park-
er, and Billie Holiday. When Kennedy’s career as a lawyer came to an end, she shifted into
activism and began he lifelong career of public protests. Along with being a influential person
when it can to public protests Kennedy was one of the founding members of NOW (National
Organization for Women), the National Feminist Party, Women’s Political Caucus, and the
National Black Feminist organization. Kennedy passed in her Manhattan apartment on De-
cember 21, 2000.
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