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Many people dream of competing at the di-
vision one level, but for Madeline Fincham,
this dream became reality through rowing.
Fincham began rowing in eighth grade. Her
early rowing career was spent in lowa
City at the Hawkeye Community
Rowing Club. However, she didn’t
take it seriously until she went to

a month-long camp in California
the summer before her junior year.
Upon returning to lowa City, Fin-
cham decided to change teams and join
the YMCA Quad Cities Rowing Program.

“I knew with the goals that | had for my-
self, that team was a better fit for me,”
Fincham said. Soon after, Fincham fur-
thered her dedication to the sport and
began driving to the Quad Cities twice a
day for practices, leaving as early as four

in the morning and again in the afternoon
for evening practices. Fincham has accom-
plished numerous goals, including travel-
ing to Boston for nationals and competing
with people from around the world. She
plans to continue her rowing career after
graduation at the University of Minneso-
ta. “[I look forward to] meeting new people
and being around people with the same goals
and interests as me,” Fincham said. Fincham
believes that rowing has been great for her
and can benefit other people looking to find a
unique sport. “I think rowing is a really unique sport
compared to other sports as it isn’t well known. |
feel like going to a rowing race is a special feeling
that you don’t get at football games and basketball
games and all the regular sports,” Fincham said.
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