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KATE VANDER LEEST
DANCER
THEATRE WEST

    Prague, Vienna, Budapest, 
Paris, London, India, South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Swaziland, Salzburg. 
No, these are not travel brochures. 
They are all places Michael 
Moonjely has visited. 
     Although he enjoys traveling as 
a hobby, he balances that interest 
with school.
    “Everyone in my family is so busy 
during the academic year. Our 
vacations are a time where we 
all get to relax and discover new 
places,” said Moonjely, who has 
visited 15 different countries and 
over 20 states.
    But a few locations stood out.
    “Prague feels like a different 
world. Everywhere you go you are 
immersed with the rich history 
and culture of the Czechs,” he said. 
“Salzburg is picturesque … you 
are able to see the beautiful Alps 
mountain range everywhere.”
   Moonjely juggles 1440, BPA and 

volunteer work at the UIHC. He’s 
also publicity co-chair of Student 
Senate, an entertainment editor for 
the WSS, a member of the tennis 
team and a founding member 
of For Tomorrow, a new club that 
tries to improve the lives of South 
African children.
    As a volunteer, “you get to see 
the difference you make right 
away,” he said. “It doesn’t take a 
genius or a star athlete. All you 
need is a desire to better the lives 
of other people.”
    He believes everyone has 
something to teach one another. 
    “I’ve learned to take advantage 
of as many of the opportunities 
West offers as I can,” he said. “I‘m 
only here for four years and I want 
to make the best of it.”
    Tennis is his break from school.
    “The friendships you make 
with your teammates are very 
valuable.”

—By Nidhi Patel
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JULIA BAKER MADELYN HUINKER

You played Meg in Theatre West’s production of “Little Women” this 
year. What was the audition process like? You read lines from the 
play with different combinations of people. Rehearsals started about 
a week after callbacks. Did you do anything to prepare for your role? 
Some of the other actors and I watched the movie to see more what 
our characters were like. You’ve been in several plays and musicals. 
Can you think of the time when you were most nervous? I was nervous 
before “Aladdin” last summer because it was the first acting part I ever 
had. I like musicals more, but being in “Little Women” really helped my 
acting skills. What’s it like performing with your cousin Piper Wenzel 
‘16? It’s really fun because she’s the only one that does everything 
I do: dance, show choir, singing and acting. I’ve learned a lot from 
watching her. What has been your favorite part about show choir? I 
love performing at competitions and watching all the hard work pay 
off from the beginning of the season to the end. Do you have any good 
luck rituals you do before you perform? Before a dance competition, 
the other dancers and I get in a circle and say “merde” to each other 
for good luck. What would you tell someone who’s unsure if they want 
to audition for a Theatre West show? You definitely should. Even if you 
don’t get a part, you can always audition for the next one. Don’t be 
afraid to put yourself out there.

—By Ellen Burns
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