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With its production of Peter Pan, the 
North drama department received great 
praise and sold more tickets than any other 
show to this day. A big part of this was the 
involvement in North feeder elementary 
and middle schools, and the dedication of 
the cast. But what comes next?  

Mark Rixner, theatre arts teacher, gave 
us a heads-up on the show that may top 
even Peter Pan’s success.   

“The spring play is a big deal, auditions 
are February first, and that’s going to be a 
comedy production of a show called ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You,’” he said.  

Rixner said the outlook is busy not only 
for the spring comedy but also as large 
group contests start in January. He ex-
plained how students can compete.  

“Where kids get the chance to compete 
in different events on stage, then there is 
an individual contest where they can com-
pete by themselves,” he said.   

The success from the first show impact-
ed the future for the drama department by 
allowing students to see how much fun it 
is to be on stage.   

“It really inspired a whole new group of 
kids who have never been on stage before 
or have been on very little to really un-

derstand how cool it is to be in a musical 
production. It also lets them know how 
much work it takes to be in a production,” 
he said. “And I think we’re going to see a 
lot of new faces on stage in spring, which 
is exciting.”   

In the past, there hasn’t been very many 
people who would audition to be in the 
musicals. The group of seniors that are 

going to be graduating this year have left 
a great impact on the upcoming class-
men. As Rixner said, “it’s always sad 
to see them leave, but the nice thing is 
that they teach the younger ones while 
they’re here,” followed by “we have a lot 
of younger students sophomores, juniors 
who have learned from those seniors, and 
the excellence will continue on with out 
them even though they will be missed.”  

What’s next for the drama department?
Daniela Hernandez, Creative Arts Co-editor 
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Classmates dabble with makeup on Shiela Burzlaff to enhance their skills for upcoming events.
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