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The crunch of gravel sounds as senior 
Ambrosia Sanders ambles along the track 
behind the school. There is  a camera in 
her dainty hands, and her eyebrows are 
scrunched in determination. Her eyes dart 
across uneven ground. Crouching down 
against the grass, she adjusts her finger over 
the shutter button and presses down. Click.

Sanders has been taking photos 
ever since she took photography 
last year. Her pictures tend to focus 
on a single object. When Sanders is 
out taking photographs she focuses 
on finding distinctive angles. “I try to 
look for that would give me an inter-
esting view from an unique angle. So, 
even if it is something small, I would 
position the camera on the ground 
and take the photo from the bottom 
to make it look bigger. For example, 
if I was to take pictures of a small 
stream, then it would look longer 
and more interesting because there’s 
more depth to it rather than just from 
above or straight ahead.” 

Most of Sanders’ photographs 
focus on angles and colors; both are 
equally crucial to her. “I prefer angles 
that look up, if you could tell by my 
pictures. I also tend to favor those 
ones especially if they have a nice 
color balance.” She prefers taking 
pictures of secluded areas in nature 
rather than of objects in everyday life. 
“I tend to take pictures of forests or 
nature because I feel like it’s easier 
to find something interesting that 
way rather than to create it yourself. 
It just looks less artificial. It’s easier 
when there’s already color out in na-
ture that works together rather than 
to have to create it yourself because 
then you don’t have to worry about HAIDER
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“You start to notice things that would make 
for a picture that you like. You would end 
up thinking, “Oh, yeah, this area would look 
good if I were to take it this way, or to turn 
into grayscale. That would be nice.”
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having something clash with anything 
else.” 

“I think I will take photos in the 
future. For me, it’s defintely easier to 
take photos if you’re someone who 
travels a lot because you would al-
ways see something different. So, you 
would always have different types of 
pictures rather than somebody who 
always stays in one place. If you stay 
in one place, even if you don’t want 
to, you’ll always think of visiting the 
same place even if you don’t want to. 
It’s the only place you see. It’s kind 
of hard to take pictures if you’re not 
travelling a lot.”

“I don’t know. I just like the idea of small things that look bigger 
than what they’re supposed to be. It just drew my eyes to it. So, I just 
decided that I was going to put the camera on the ground and try to 
angle it. It took a few tries. I did end up breaking the mushroom in 
half, but I got the photo! So, that’s all that really matters.”

“I was looking around right between the 
track and the field and there’s a little gravel 
there. I just saw that coming out from the 
ground. I liked the color of it and how the 
lighting kind of hit it, and I kind of just took 
that.”

“I think the key is, look for something that 
stands out in the middle of the foliage 
especially with forests. Everything looks that 
same except that one thing that catches your 
eye, and if you take a picture of that from 
an angle that you wouldn’t normally see 
as a person, then I think that would create 
something that would look really interesting 
and unique.”
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