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 Ruger Brown (9), Zach Wedewer (9), 
Bennett Cole (12), Justin Grawe (9), 
Yvonne Reed (9), Christine Boeckenstedt 
(9), Kaylar Recker (12) and Hayley Cook 
(9) participate in a team building activity 
at the Freshman Respect Retreat.

 Performing a skit in front of their peers, 
Tyler Langel (9) and Joseph Sunne (9) 
earn a laugh from the crowd.

 Engaging in an intense battle of rock-
paper-scissors, Jim Drummy (9) shoots 
paper while Grace Reiss (9) shoots scis-
sors.

Freshman Retreat

 Giving their thoughts and opinions on 
their strengths and weaknesses, Logan 
Winn (9), Ben Ridenour (9), Nick Bradley 
(9), and Trystan Hutchinson (9) par-
take in a small group discussion at the 
Respect Retreat. 

 Involved in conversation, Madison 
Zaring (9) and Kaycee Elledge (9) listen 
to what Thomas Dake (9) has to say 
after one of the respect talks.

 In front of her fellow freshmen, Hailey 
Hilby (9) flaunts her best dance moves.

SpencerKluesner
Some people find their passion in running, baking, read-

ing, or singing. Freshman Spencer Kluesner has found his 
passion in raising chickens. 

In 2014 Kluesner decided he had an itch to start up a 
chicken business.

“It’s just a hobby farm. I always thought they (chickens) 
were cool, and I wanted farm-fresh eggs,” Kluesner said.

 After helping his father with flooring at the flooring store, 
Kluesner earned enough money to purchase a chicken coop. 
He started with 30 chickens and currently has 27 with 40 
more chicks on the way. Of Kluesner’s 27 chickens, he has 14 
different breeds. 

“I like to see all of the cool different types of birds I can 
find,” Kluesner said.

One of Kluesner’s favorite aspects of the chickens is 
watching them grow from chicks to chickens to see how they 
mature and change. 

As Kluesner worked to expand his flock of chickens, he 
built a second coop with the help of his grandpa.

“Building and buying things for the chickens has given me 
great memories with my grandpa,” Kluesner said.

Every day Kluesner spends about 20 minutes in the morn-
ing and another 20 minutes in the evening feeding and water-
ing his chickens. Also, once a month Kluesner cleans out the 
chickens’ coops, which usually takes about two hours.

Kluesner doesn’t keep all of his eggs to himself though. He 
has some regular clients, including staff and students such as 
Mark Philgreen and Chris Sands (9). 

Sometimes the chickens will escape the coop and wander 
around the Kluesner’s hot tub, but in general the work of rais-
ing chickens is not too demanding.

“What I like most about the chickens is having time to be 
able to do a lot of other things, like sports or hanging out 
with my friends, because (chickens) are relatively low mainte-
nance,” Kluesner said.   

Tehya Demmer (9) Grant Borchardt (9) Jasmine Rossi (9) Macy Loecke (9)Sabrina Welcher (9) Cole Turnis (9) Sydney Bliss (9) Ian Tibbott (9)

LCID: OR Granite, RB Flame, Process Color Photo RCID: N/A


