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ACCEPTANCE. “At the beginning of this year, I heard of a quote from the amazing Judy Garland saying,
‘Always be a first rate version of yourself and not a second rate version of someone else.’ I really
took this to heart and was able to fully accept myself the way I was as a crazy, extroverted and loud
human being — which I freely and proudly admit,” Gabriella Holtzman (’16) said.
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A Closet Full of Costumes
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by Jamie Blair

With little money
but lots of creativity,
clever creations
can be yours.

In addition to Jamie Blair (’16) in the photos, Alyssa Dekotoski (‘18), Sarah Weber (‘15) and Kayla Wolter (‘16) are featured.

Tip #1: Raid your
closet. Look for basic
items that could be
modified, such as dresses,
skirts, pants, jackets,
hoodies, hats, shoes,
anything. Pictured at left
is my Maka Albarn cosplay.
I found all these items (a
collared shirt, tie, sweater,
skirt) in my closet.
Tip #2: Acrylic paint is your best friend.
When making props, there’s not much that it can’t
do. I made a pair of wands, called “The Thorns of
Oglogoth,” for Andrew Hussie’s Rose Lalonde. I made
them out of chopsticks, clay and acrylic paint. I also
decorated a shirt with a little skull with acrylic paint.

Tip: #3: If you’re
running out of time, try to
pick a character you most
resemble. For instance, I
have blonde hair and wear
a lot of blue and green. I
was reminded of Fionna
the Human (Adventure
Time). In 2014, it was
already Hallow’s Eve, and I
had no costume, so I raided
my closet, found a blue
skirt and shirt, and then
paid a quick visit to WalMart for knee high socks
and Mary-Janes. I sewed
the hat myself with a pattern from the Internet and
a sewing machine. I spent
$6 on this costume.

Tip #4: Have a lot of
reference handy. Never go
out shopping without pictures of your character and
his or her props. It makes
it a lot easier to find things
when you can remember
what you’re looking for. I
drew a picture of Fionna
from Adventure Time before shopping, and I took
it to the store with me.
This also comes in handy if
a friend or parent volunteers to help, especially if
they don’t know who the
character is. It also helps
to make a complete list of
what you need.

Tip #5: Don’t go to
Halloween costume stores
unless it’s for accessories
like fangs, nails, fairy wings,
swords, pointed ears, etc.
Everything else they sell
tends to be of poor quality
(specifically clothing items),
especially if it’s in the low
price range. I bought my
wig online for my Marceline
the Vampire Queen (also
from Adventure Time)
cosplay, and again, I raided
my closet for the outfit.
I made the guitar out of
cardboard and acrylic paint
for $20.
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